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APPENDIX TO APPENDIX 1 2
Letter to Editor from Reggie Siriwardena et al, n.d.

We have been shocked and disgusted by the article on Lansieelam in ‘The Island’ of 20.1.85 and the
letter on the same subject published by you in ‘The Island’ of 27.1.85. Jokes associating the Burghers with
‘Cockroaches’ are not funny but offensive and insulting to a whole community. We are surprised that “The
Island”, which often professes liberal opinions on ethnic questions, should tolerate such racist humour in its
columns. While jokes of this kind may be offered as “just good fun”, it should be realised that they serve
to reinforce those attitudes of race prejudice which have done so much damage to our society.

We hope that you will have the honesty to publish this letter.

Reggie Siriwardena
Nirmala S. Salgado
Yasmin Tambiah
Jeevan Thiagarajah
Sakina Galely
Jagath Senaratne
Sunil Bastian
Frank Jayasinghe
Nelun Samaratunge




