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Editor’s Note

One of Sri Lanka’s greatest assets has been our ability to laugh at ourselves. Whether it was “He comes
from Jaffna” or the Sinhala Buddhist astronaut who refused to work on the Moon as every Poya Day was
a holiday.

Sri ‘Lankans of all communities have always been able to laugh at themselves and not viewed
themselves through race coloured spectacles.

Alas, judging by this letter of Reggie Siriwardena et al, even that Sri Lankan asset has been taken
away. Mr. Siriwardena and company appear to have failed to marshall even a single red blooded Burgher
to their cause. We however wish to inform this group of prude monitors of racial relations that “Lanseelam”
was written to us'by a Dutch Burgher who would have defended his race whatever the hour of the day at
any bar — legal or otherwise. We regret their migration, for it shows what we have lost.

Literary critic Reggie Siriwardena will no doubt recall the words of Robert Burns written “To-a
Louse”: ’

‘O Wad some power the giltie gie us,
To see ourselves as others see us’.

1. A Letter to the Editor, The Island, 20th January 1985. According to the correspondence that followed the author was a Burgher
who had migrated to Australia (see below). According to our grapevine information, his initials may be E. R. The address “De-
beuy” should be read as “D.B.U.”

2. The Island, 3 February 1985 in section entitled “Voice of the People” under the caption: “No Sense of Humour”.
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